Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/13 : CIA-RDPS0T00246A046400470001-5

"INFORMATION REPORT
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY =

the N D of the United States within the of the ! Laws, Title

or ¢ of which in any manner to an unsuthorized person is prohibited by law.

50X1-HUM

C=0=N=F~T=D=E-N+T=T~A-T,

REPORT

Flight Alert Procedures in the DATE DISTR. 5 JAN 1959
Polish Air Force
‘ NO. PAGES 1

REFERENCES RD

50X1-HUM

SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. ;

répor‘b cbutaining information on flight alert proeedures in the Polish5o)£1 "HUM
r Force
50X1-HUM

C~0-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L

. #] X .I;AV\' # | x Jaiw # ] x Fe | Jaec




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/13 : CIA-RDP80T00246A046400470001-5

C=0=N=F=I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L
50X1-HUM
COUNTRY: Poland ' ' DATE: 1 December 1958
SUBJECTs Flight Alert Procedures in the PAGES: 4 |
. Polish Air Force S 1 50X1-HUM

C-O=N-F-I=D-E-N-’I‘-I-A-L

Sanitized Cbpy Approved for Release 2010/09/13 : CIA-RDP80T00246A046400470001-5



1,

2,

;?x

RS n
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/13 : CIA-RDP80T00246A046400470001-5

C=0=N=F=I=D=E=-N-T=I-A-L
=Da 50X1-HUM

' Fighter Alert Procedures in the Polish Air Force
Introduction ‘ ‘ '

The primary responsibility of the Polish Alr Force within the

Warsaw Pact was the air defense of the Baltic Coast (Pomeranian

District)., Direct telephone line communication between the air

force headquarters of the Warsaw Pact nations was maintained at

all times. There was no direct contact between any individual !

unit of one country and that of another. Soviet air defense units

located in Warsaw Pact nations were'tied into this communications 50X1-HUM

system but were not directly subordinate to the Air Force head- B

quarters of the country in which they were stationed. | \
the heaviest congentration of air defense unite in Poland

was distributed in the Pomeranisn District. The designation of}

all Polish fighter units within the air defense system was OK |

(Obrona Kraju), which was added'to‘the end of the original unit

designation, These unite were posted at various airfields and |

each was required to maintain two fighters on alert at all timesg

Control Procedures and Data gandliqs : 50X1-HUM

The radar equipment at Polish early'Warning sites was capable of
making first detection at a distance of approximately 60 kilo- .
meters; 8Soviet radar units in Poland were rumored to have equip-
ment with a range of approximately 140 kilometers. A border ‘
erossing incident was recorded in four phases:

a, An identification of the aircrart was made by a thorough check
of the daily flight plans which had to be filed with an un-
identified clearing authority prior to a border crossing.
Identification was made by a comparison of time, course, heightp
and speed to that which was logged. v

b, If the aircraft was unidentified or determined to be an enemy,
an alerting telephone call was made to the appropriate fighter
base and to the antiaircraft sites nearest the border crosaing
incident or in the path of the subject airoraft. A complete
situation map was marked and kept current at the radar control
center located at the radar site,

c. Upon notification of the incident, the control tower (SD- |
Stanowisko Dowodzenia) of the alerted fighter base serambled
the two alert aireraft, which circled the airfield awaiting
instructions., Another coordinated gituation map was maintained
at the control tower and was supplemented by information 1
supplied by the radar control center; no map was located 1in
either of the two aircraft. The control tower plotted and,
analyzed the situatlon, making the necessary calculations and
ad justments, and then directed the fighters toward the target°
The control tower directed the course, altitide and speed of
the fightera° After the initial transmission the control
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- The two alert aircraft at each fighter air derense unit could b
_held 1n one of the three atages of alerta ,

8, The alert aireraft were parked on the alert apron but the

‘bs The aircraft were parked on the alert apron, ‘The pilots wor

" Phe soramble order waa a8 rooket fired from the sontrol tower,

-average if 60 seconds and excellent 1if h5 seconds:

‘the control tower,should behighly skilled,but this was not truelin
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tower broke radio ailence only when the situat;on necessit&ted
a change in the fighters®’ course, altitude or speed. Durin
this procedure the control tower was kept 1nro‘ ed of all n

. progress by the radar control center.

d. The pilot of the lead fighter reported visu sontact with [the
target, and all radio communications ceased, "'At this time,

. visual combat commenced since there was no airborne radar
available to the Peliuh Air Force. Radar gunsights allegedly
nze of ‘ ars were mounted: in MIG-1T7s;

Airgraft Alert Stands or Positions 50X1-HUM

pilots did not have to be in the immediate vicinity. The.
pilots kept the sontrol tower 1nformed of their whereabouts| in
case of an alert.

their flight gear, and by regulation they ‘eould not be mor
‘than 50 mebers from the aircraft, prererably 1n the alert
shack. e

—o o

T ‘fs,

¢. The aircraft were parked at the end of the runway with engines
running and pilots 1u their cosckpits. o

Serambled pilots were supposed to dbe airborne within 90 geconds

‘from the alert apron or 20 seconds from the end of the runway, | In

practice alerts, sorambling times from the alert apron were ratrd
50X1- HUM

V

nion of te

Practice alerts were held normally once & week in' the summer anh

once every two weeke in the winter; | N this was

not enough practice since it was highly possible’that a pilot

might not participate in a single mission withina six months 50X1'*UM
period. Personnel assigned to sush a system, especially those at

the Polish Air Porce. Many of the so-called aireraft control
specialists did not know the funddmentals of their Jobs. Lack of
coordination existed between the radar control center and the |
control tower. Consequently, thére was a great deal of confusion
in the transmittal of information. Strict communications security,
vwhich at one time was considered one of the primary faults of the
system, was slightly eased and the Polish Air Force used an open
mike to transmit data to the alert azrcraft. This was considered
a security riak which had to be taken.
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